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Daryl Davis’ jaw-dropping experiences speak for 
themselves. For nearly 40 years, he’s engaged 
leaders of the KKK and White supremacist groups 
face to face to find the answer to a question:  
“How can you hate me when you don’t even know me?”  
That question stemmed from his first encounter 
with racism at age ten when he was pelted with 
rocks, bottles, and soda cans by a handful of White 
spectators while marching in a parade. Seeking 
to understand, not to change minds, Daryl met 
their hatred with civility, patience, and listening. 
Those conversations spawned genuine and lasting 
friendships with many who changed their own minds 
and disavowed hateful beliefs. Some even gave 
Daryl their robes and hoods when they did.  
He has chronicled his work in the book  
Klan-Destine Relationships and the documentary 
Accidental Courtesy.


